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Life after life, we 

UST BEFORE THE TURN OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, SWAMI VIVEKANANDA, A 

brilliant young Hindu monk from India, preached about the great law of karma in 
the Western United States to all who drew near. He explained, '~y word, anyac
tion, any thought that produces an effect is called karma. Thus, the law of karma 

means the law of causation, of inevitable cause and effect. Whatever we see or feel or do, 
whatever action there is anywhere in the universe, while being the effect of past work on 
the one hand, becomes on the other, the cause in its turn and produces its own effect. 
Each one of us is the effect of an infinite past. The child is ushered into the world not 
as something flashing from the hands of nature, as poets delight so much to depict, but 
he has the burden of an infmite past. For good or evil, he comes to work out his own past 
deeds. This makes the differentiation. This is the law of karma. Each one of us is tHe 
maker of his own fate." 

<Through the ripening of the fruits of his actions he does not attain any rest, 
like a wonn caught within a whirlpool. The desire for liberation arises in 
human beings at the end of many births, through the ripening of their 
past virtuous conduct. " 
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