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A Catechism for Youth
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What Is the Purpose of the Temple?
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Why are temples important?

T—

The temple is where we
worship and commune
with God and the Gods.

a: VRIS N AR
’ ~ . ” »
R A

. — 3

TR !

Here, devotees are
uplifted and receive the
inner help they need to
live a positive, fulfilling
life.
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Temples are sacred for three reasons:

they are constructed in a mystical
manner,

they are consecrated with special,
complex rites,
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“i and thereafter continuous daily
== worship builds a holy force field.
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Our grand Saiva temples are like no

other place on Earth. Some are more
than 1,000 years old.

z., y

s Mf“’(@%

- :\7-‘»7’ .
-
_- > - :
- - {
. p =+ -
7 - 3.
< -
3 _a—— -
[ e’ & -
e 1
o -
[ -3 >
- -

| s ‘-
e - -
é,“‘_. e
Vet =
[ I, <
e 3

) & -

P -
o
S
C e
1 o~
| ~ -~
€ = "“
| S >
3

(—\~ -

S
g . - - -

e
i - -
£
-
| e
A -
=l

‘. <4
4 > p -
> el -
o3 -~
4 3

-

e

| -

i:,

'E--—r"'

}

. :

-

| L R e

s> -

t =

e ~
F.,—... -
- -
e
S e Ny
> b by >

P

- r'

S -

e

4, -

& S5

3 4

',"‘-vﬂ-W\':f:’ (e ’f"
! (24 W /
: ) it )
.
‘l
)
¢

.,.,
i PRRaS hanilst
4 o0 o
v
!




\
I

ALy

/
zl"

| Ly
o
)

].I ’

)

A SNAT Y
5 1

i ‘
AV A R
(]

‘.d‘ A

.
LER e AW '
P LT SERTEL WES S

i '
’ ‘h.f. ‘
.

.\ /'J .
L LAY
Lialo Sl N

14

) )
R )
B SR

AT L Wl

L
E - v,
"n-ild«'}:iah

L

0
: {
.-'N-;L.t‘. hiudl) 4NAM,J’-J

VR
R d

PPREE— - e - FR. % .l "0 2 ot e we Sert A N e ST e - 4 — - e b — L
—— Yty - X o g 3 7 ~ > = ~ = 7 i — o YT E .
x - ~ ——— w—— { - : —_ - . - ~ % g -
——— -~ . R L -y -e = ——
: - = - “ L - - A g -y .
= X 2 o ¥ s e T 2 - >k : % = LTS :
— Yoo, e — A e ey e o - = s = - i — ] T - —
- -~ - indeon PSP - e - . _ —— e - RN A — - - - - = "y pr - M o ® g -~
- s - S S LA ooass
-

Strict rules from the Agamas are
followed to create such holy spaces
where holiness, God, can reside.

Devas, Gods and people work together
to establish the temple and assure it
will be used only for worship.
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Over the years, the power becomes
strong, forming an invisible, glass-like
bubble or shield around the temple.

This keeps out gross vibrations and
allows the heaven worlds to be

strongly present.
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feel the spiritual energy, and as you go
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Here the ancient scriptures are
chanted, the traditional rites knowingly
performed.

Here joyous festivals are celebrated
and arduous pilgrimages concluded.
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How does the Temple energy work
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Devotees leaving the temple feel

inspire
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Gurudeva explained that the stone or
metal images are not mere symbols of
the Gods.

The image is the physical-plane form
through which the God’s love, power

and blessings flood forth into this
world.

The image is like a temporary physical
body the God uses during temple
ceremonies.
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The temple, God’s home, becomes a
truly sacred place for us when we know
that the Gods are real beings and the
purpose of going to the temple is to
experience their blessings.
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A Siva temple marks an agreement
between God Siva and the people on
the Earth as a meeting place where the
three worlds can consciously
commune.




60.1 The temple is where we worship and commune with |

God and the Gods. As a result, we are uplifted and receive

| the inner help we need to live a positive, fulfilling life. i
O True | _

| oFase I LeSSON
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> Tetter from below of A-C 1 that correctly completes the idea. At the high point of the
that correctly completes the idea. Temples are sacred for . puja, as bells ring loudly and conches blow,
three reasons:

= =

| \ ___ The Deity
___ They are constructed __ Flooding your aura, this energy
____They are consecrated ‘ ~ ____ Devotees leaving the temple

___And thereafter continuous daily worship (A) Sends rays of blessings through the enshrined

(A ') Builds a holy force field | Image
(B) In a mystical manner (B ) Feel inspired and lightened of burdens

ex rites —_——— = (C)Can erase worrles clear confus.lon and relleve

60.3 Some Saiva temples are more than

60.5 Gurudeva explained that the stone or metal
(Check the correct answer)

images are mere symbols of the Gods.

0 A. 100 years old

O B. 1,000 years old | | v O True
0 C. 10,000 years old - O False




